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or the surrender of liberty. I foresee and foretell that the policy of
submission will carry with it restrictions upon the freedom of
speech and debate in Parliament, on public platforms, and dis-
cussions in the Press, for it will be said—indeed, I hear it said
sometimes now—that we cannot allow the Nazi system of dictator-
ship to be criticised by ordinary, common English politicians.
Then, with a Press under control, in part direct but more potently
indirect, with every organ of public opinion doped and chloroformed
into acquiescence, we shall be conducted along further stages of
our journey.
It is a small matter to introduce into such a Debate as this,
but during the week I heard something of the talk of Tadpole and
Taper. They were very keen upon having a general election, a
sort of, if I may say so, inverted khaki election. I wish the Prime
Minister had heard the speech of my hon. and gallant friend the
Member for the Abbey Division of Westminster (Sir Sidney Herbert)
last night. I know that no one is more patient and regular in his
attendance than the Prime Minister, and it is marvellous how he is
able to sit through so much of our Debates, but it happened that by
bad luck he was not here at that moment. I am sure, however, that
if he had heard my hon. and gallant Friend's speech he would have
felt very much annoyed that such a rumour could even have been
circulated. I cannot believe that the Prime Minister, or any
Prime Minister, possessed of a large working majority, would be
capable of such an act of historic, constitutional indecency. I
think too highly of him. Of course, if I have misjudged him on
the right side, and there is a dissolution on the Munich Agreement,
on Anglo-Nazi friendship, of the state of our defences and so forth,
everyone will have to fight according to his convictions, and only
a prophet could forecast the ultimate result; but, whatever the
result, few things could be more fatal to our remaining chances of
survival as a great Power than that this country should be torn
in twain upon this deadly issue of foreign policy at a moment
when, whoever the Ministers may be, united effort can alone make
us safe,
I have been casting about to see how measures can be taken
to protect us from this advance of the Nazi power, and to secure
those forms of life which are so dear to us. What is the sole method
that is open f The sole method that is open is for us to regain
our old island independence by acquiring that supremacy in the
air which we were promised, that security in our air defences which
we were assured we had, and thus to make ourselves an island once
again. That, in all thisjgrim outlook, shines out as the over-

